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PRESS RELEASE

A BLINKERED VISION FOR LEWES
Lewes District Council’s 11th hour attempt at consultation on the future of the Phoenix Industrial Estate has been a crucial missed opportunity according to the pressure group Lewes Matters.

Following the first of two workshops on the 9th February, six of the stakeholders’ groups representing Lewes residents wrote to the Council to voice their concern at the disproportionate involvement of Angel Property and its nominees linked to the Phoenix Quarter proposals in the topic groups, as well as with serious flaws in the way the visioning was conducted.
They await a response.
Said Anthony Dicks, Lewes Matters spokesman:

 “From the outset of this exercise we have stressed the need to arrive at a credible vision for this site, through a true consultative process. A vision in which the town could have input and faith. We have also recognised that this will take time. 

Lewes District Council was aware back in 2004 that Angel Property would be seeking a change of use for the site. 

We understand the heavy demands placed on the resources of the planning authority. We are also aware of the requirement by National Government for the Council to submit the long-awaited Local Development Framework. But these must not be used as an excuse to fail to consult effectively. Irrespective of any imminent planning application.

Proactive consultation is essential if we are to seize the opportunity to create a vision for this area that will have a positive effect on the lives of future generations.  

 At the outset, the Council clearly indicated that planning visions for the area should be conceived “leaving aside any proposals by individual property developers” but, prior to the workshop, some stakeholders’ visions made clear and supportive reference to Angel Property’s plans. This was further compounded by undue influence exerted through the topic groups from those connected to Angel Property and Council employees – supposedly acting as neutral facilitators - referring frequently back to specific details contained in Angel Property’s proposals. 

The whole exercise was a thoroughly unsatisfactory process.  
We will be presenting a detailed report on our website which will also be available to take away from the meeting in the Town Hall next Monday.
We urge everyone with an interest, not only in the future of this site, but with an overall vision for the development future of Lewes, to write to Cllr. Neighbour, asking for a visioning process that draws truly on the experiences, understanding and involvement of the townspeople. 
Democracy must not be rushed.
ENDS: For further information, contact Anthony Dicks, Lewes Matters, Tel: 01273 480442
